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*Not at all,* interrupted a colonel, *it must be
solely military, and that was the plan of the revolt.
Under clause six, that we all know, it was laid down
that once the movement succeeded, each district
would form its military committee, and from this
would be formed a national assembly, composed
exclusively from the army/1

^General Mola managed to appease this Colonel
Blimp, but it is clear that the old regular army expected
and obtained a very large share of the Government*
The courts were soon superseded by military tribunals,
manned by the less valuable type of retired officer.
It was these tribunals which continued to inflict death
penalties for political views all through 1937, long
after eastern Spain had returned to the normal judicial
procedure. The ordinary insurgent procedure was
laid down in the official bulletin. *In order to hasten
the disposal of cases, a special procedure is established
by virtue of which the court will hear the accused,
at least two witnesses to the case, and will then dictate
the sentence, which will be carried out immediately,*
It was a system of drum-head courts-martial, admirably
suited to extirpating one's political opponents, and
thoroughly approved by the Church. The retired
army officer could go to the cathedral at Burgos and
learn that 'we cannot, we ought not to live with the
wicked socialist or with the liberal who have stained
their hands with so much blood and crime. . . . No
truce and no quarter till the victory of religion and
order has been finally established/2

Inevitably the supporters of each side have made
the most of political divisions amongst their opponents,

*Doy Fe, 57-8.                         Md., 191.